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Greek Isles, Montenegro & Croatia from Venice - Norwegian 

Gem - Embark July 3, 2022  
 

 
 
Jul 2, 2022 - Jul 10, 2022 
Flights will be available for booking approximately August 1, 2021 - but can be requested 
now through Norwegian. Travel Insurance has been purchased for everyone. 

 
July 2 - Saturday 
Arrive Venice - One night hotel 
 
Venice, Italy 
Venice, Italy, is romance: a bridge arching over a canal, a gondola gliding by, the moon reflecting off water. Venice is 
history: the Palazzo Ducale (Doge's Palace), Piazza San Marco, the Grand Canal, great art and great museums. Venice is 
modern: the headline names and paparazzi of the Venice Film Festival, the buzzing excitement of Carnival in the 10 days 



before Lent begins. 
 
Venice has a plethora of world-famous museums and artistic treasures. The Basilica di San Marco, with its spectacular 
Golden Altar; the Bridge of Sighs, where prisoners could enjoy one last glimpse of the beautiful city before entering the 
dark jail; the Gallerie dell'Accademia, with its collection of art of the 14th-18th centuries; the Peggy Guggenheim Collection 
of 20th-century art—the list is long. Pick and choose which places you'll visit in-depth, or just skim the surface and soak up 
the atmosphere. 
 
Venice is set on islands connected by bridges, with the Grand Canal as its main thoroughfare, and traffic moves by boats 
that range from the traditional gondolas to refuse barges. The absence of automobile noise means you can hear the 
laughter of children from your window, as well as footsteps seemingly just around the corner. But what makes Venice so 
unique also challenges its existence. The rising sea levels of global climate change threaten the city, and now, more often 
than in the past, high tides from the Adriatic Sea can flood whole sections of the city. 
 
Although the resident population in Venice has declined as many young people have moved to the mainland, where real estate 
prices and the cost of living are lower, the city continues to draw tourists. In fact, the central areas can be packed, 
people may be brusque, and prices are high. Even so, Venice remains a treasure to be savored. 
 

July 3 - Sunday 
5:00 PM 
Embark on Greek Isles: Santorini, Mykonos & Croatia - Norwegian Gem 
CARRIER 

Norwegian Cruise Line 
In Santorini, you’ll marvel at the iconic-whitewashed buildings lining the coast. Explore the Bronze Age ruins at Akrotiri or 
spend the day tanning on the red sand beaches. Mykonos is known for the non-stop party atmosphere, but it also provides 
ample opportunities outside the clubs. Immerse yourself in Greek mythology at the archeological sites on Delos or learn 
about local nautical history at the Aegean Maritime Museum. Start things off in Croatia with a walk along the famous stone 
walls that line the coast of the city of Dubrovnik. Take a cable car to the summit of Srd, a mountain just outside the city or 
visit the Rector’s Palace, a 14th-century Gothic-Renaissance museum. 
 
Ship Information This sparkling cruise ship is the perfect choice for year-round cruises from New York. Sail to the 
Bahamas & Florida, The Caribbean, Bermuda, the Mexican Riviera, Panama Canal, or up the coast of Canada & New 
England. With tons of dining choices and Freestyle Cruising, Norwegian Gem has it all. Chill out by the pool, get lucky in 
the casino, unwind at the spa, and make the kids happy with spaces built with them in mind. Accommodations range from 
the luxurious multi-room or romantic suites to spacious and affordable staterooms. 
 

July 4 - Monday 
2:00 PM 
Arrive at Kotor 
The city of Kotor, Montenegro, is one of the best-preserved medieval towns in the Mediterranean. 
Steep cliffs surround the Bay of Kotor, inviting its nickname "Europe's most southern fjord," and the city is still surrounded 
by its ancient walls. 
 
Kotor rates a full day to walk its narrow streets, investigate the shops and see the historic sites. History buffs will enjoy the 
Maritime Museum located in the Grgurina Palace. If you're feeling fit, you can walk on Kotor's fortress walls that eventually 
wind their way up to St. Ivan's Castle. It's a steep climb, but worth it for the views of the bay. Don't miss the St. Tryphon 
Cathedral in the old town, built in the 12th century. 
 
Kotor has an interesting motto above the town's entrance: "What belongs to others we don't want, what is ours we will 
never surrender." 

 
8:00 PM 
Depart from Kotor 

 
July 5 - Tuesday 



10:00 AM 
Arrive at Corfu 
Part of the Ionian chain, about 300 mi/475 km northwest of Athens, Corfu is one of Greece's most beautiful islands. Once 
renowned for its notorious nightlife (which is now mainly confined to rowdy Kavos on the south coast), it has rich scenery, 
numerous cypress and olive groves, rugged mountains, splendid hidden coves, and miles/kilometers of sandy beaches (the 
one at Paleokastritsa is the most scenic). 
 
Highlights include a boat ride into the green and blue grottoes, visiting the monastery, and wandering the narrow alleys of 
Corfu Town (also referred to as Kerkyra). The town has a wonderfully relaxing atmosphere: Walk through the Venetian 
quarter, shop for silver or sit in one of the numerous outdoor cafes. 
 
Visit the island's proudest possession, the church of Agios Spiridon, which holds the remains of Corfu's patron saint. The 
gaudy Achillion Palace (4 mi/6 km south of Corfu Town) was built by Elizabeth of Austria in honor of her favorite Greek 
hero, Achilles. 
 
The ferry from Igoumenitsa takes only two hours to reach Corfu (compared with seven hours for the boat from Patras), but 
the cross-country drive from Athens to Igoumenitsa is fairly grueling, though you could break the journey at Delphi along 
the way. It's also possible to fly to Corfu with frequent daily departures. 
 

4:00 PM 
Depart from Corfu 
 

July 6 - Wednesday 
2:00 PM 
Arrive at Santorini 
Santorini, the southernmost of the Greek Cyclades, has to be one of the world's most dramatically beautiful islands. Its 
unique topography is the result of a massive volcanic eruption some 3,600 years ago, which blew the middle out of the 
island to create a caldera, a volcanic crater filled with deep blue water from the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
The most memorable way to approach the island is by sea. As you sail into the caldera, red-and-black sheer cliffs rise 
directly from the water, their tops dusted by what at first looks like a sprinkling of snow. Then, as you get closer, the snow 
takes the shape of Cycladic buildings hanging precariously off the hillsides. Zigzagging lines across the rock face become 
recognizable as roads that lead up from the sea to whitewashed houses perching on the cliffs. 
 
These are the settlements of Fira and Oia, known for their quaint cobbled alleys, white cubic buildings, chic boutique hotels 
with infinity pools, gourmet restaurants and unforgettable sunsets. All these things add up to make Santorini an incredibly 
romantic holiday retreat for couples of all ages, as well as a wonderfully glamorous wedding and honeymoon destination. 
 
It's not surprising that Santorini's spectacular setting has made it one of the most-visited islands in Greece—in peak season 
it receives some 60,000 visitors each day and up to five cruise ships every morning. It's also much loved by celebrities— 
visitors have included Beyonce, Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie. 
 

10:00 PM 
Depart from Santorini 
 

July 7 - Thursday 
7:00 AM 
Arrive at Mykonos 
Set like gems in the sparkling blue Aegean Sea, each of the Cyclades islands has its own character. For Mykonos, the local 
culture is a mix of the sacred and the profane. This island is the gateway to the neighboring unoccupied island of Delos, the 
sacred center of the Cyclades. 
 
With more than a million visitors a year, this 30-sq-mi/80-sq-km island gets busy in high season. For those who don't like 
crowds, spring and fall are the best times to visit. 
 



If your notion of a Greek island is old ladies in black and fishermen mending their nets by the harbor, Mykonos will be an 
eye-opener. In fact, it will probably surprise even the experienced traveler. Mykonos has more than 400 churches and 
chapels, as well as several nude beaches and its share of gay striptease and drag shows. Fashion models strut their stuff, 
and the nightlife can be as wild as anywhere in the world. Prices are high, too, but the food and shopping are better than 
almost anywhere else in Greece. 
 
Mykonos Town, the capital, is the center of activity on the island. Don't let its reputation for bacchic behavior discourage 
you from visiting. Go during the daytime if you want to experience a more traditional side of town. Take time to stroll its 
warrenlike streets, many of which are no wider than a sidewalk. On each side are smooth, whitewashed cubes whose 
doors and windows are splashed with bright colors. Bougainvilleas, clematis and geraniums cascade from the wooden 
balconies. 
 
Be sure to peek inside a few of the red-domed chapels scattered around the island. Most are tiny, peaceful places. There 
are also several small museums that contain some interesting artifacts. 
 
Outside the capital, the beaches are superb, provided you don't mind sharing them with a few thousand other people. 
Inland are few trees and lots of rocks, so although it's not the most attractive of islands, it does have character. 
 

3:00 PM 
Depart from Mykonos 
 

July 8 - Friday 
9:00 AM 
Arrive at ARGOSTOLI, GREECE 
 
3:00 PM 
Depart from ARGOSTOLI, GREECE 
 

July 9 - Saturday 
7:30 AM 
Arrive at Dubrovnik 
Like something out of a picture-perfect fairy tale, the Old Town of Dubrovnik, Croatia, is a walled medieval city, with 
drawbridges (used in the 1991-92 war) and 18-ft-/6-m-high gates guarding the main entrances. The entire city is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, but it's also very much a living, breathing city. 
 
From the crenulated ramparts and watchtowers, there are some perfect vistas of the city and the Adriatic Sea. Because the 
Old Town is blissfully free of traffic, the main streets (Placa or Stradun), squares and alleyways are perfect for exploring the 
city on foot. 
 
Most of the inhabitants of Dubrovnik live outside of the Old Town's city walls. However, inside those walls, the streets and 
alleyways are crammed with tiny shops, bars, cafes and restaurants that spill out onto the street at every conceivable point. 
 

The serious damage from the Serbia-Croatian War has been completely repaired. Locals are still keen to point out the 
shrapnel and bullet damage that has been retained as a reminder of those dark days, which still come up frequently in 
conversation. 
 
Dubrovnik has become one of the most popular tourist destinations in Europe because of its warm climate, proximity to the 
sea and its rich historic and cultural heritage. In addition, many Game of Thrones fans visit the city to see the original 
locations that were used in the popular TV show. Its increased popularity also means that the city is facing the challenge of 
accommodating more visitors, especially during the busy summer season. Therefore, the number of visitors in the old town 
at any one time is limited to 8,000 people in order to protect historic buildings. 
 

1:30 PM 
Depart from Dubrovnik 
 



July 10 - Sunday 
8:00 AM 
Disembark at Venice 


